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TheBoat drifts past H-1 traffic

FEATURES OF THEBOAT

% The ferry travels from Kalaeloa
Boulevard in Kapolei to Aloha Tower.

+%* Boat fares will be free from Sept. 24
to 28.

X Following the free rides, passengers
will pay the same fares as they do on

TheBus but will receive two transfers

R/ . . .
** (offee is available for morning com-
mutes.

+$* A second commuter ferry, the Rachel
Marie, will start operation next week.

+%* Free wireless computer services and
parking stalls at the starting and ending
points will soon be available.

Information provided by
http://www.trytheboat.com

By Tiffany Hill
Ka Leo News Editor

Melissa Ann, dubbed TheBoat,
made her debut voyage Monday, pro-
viding traffic relief to hundreds of
O‘ahu residents. The first of the two
commuter ferries is on a one-year
pilot program as part of the city’s
effort to curb vehicle congestion.

“This is areally great thing,” said
Richard Torres, the deputy director
for the Department of Transportation
Services. “People are seeing now that
the mayor’s initiative to find transpor-
tation alternatives are serious.”

The vessels are costing the city
$5 million in addition to a $5 mil-
lion federal grant. City officials hope
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On its debut voyage Monday, TheBoard provide traffic relief to 127 0'ahu residents.

to increase rides and add stops in
the future contingent upon success-
ful ridership numbers. Currently
TheBoat transports passengers from
Kalaeloa Boulevard in Kapolei to
Aloha Tower.

Many traveled on the medium-
sized vessel to see if it had the poten-
tial to replace their morning and after-
noon commute against traffic. Of the
people interviewed, Torres said the
general response was positive.

TheBoat boasted 106 riders for
its morning commutes beginning at
5:30, 6 and 8 a.m. The three after-
noon commutes provided transpor-

tation to 101 riders starting at 4:20
p-m. For its sixth and final voyage
of the day at 6:50 p.m., TheBoat
transported 26 riders.

“Everything is based on rider-
ship,” Torres said. “Any volume (of
drivers) you can reduce on the road
will make a difference.”

Each ride takes one hour and
will be free for the public next
Monday through Friday to encourage
more riders, pending City Council
approval. Torres said that, after the
free fares, passengers will pay the
same price they would if they took
TheBus but will receive two transfers
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instead of one, making the commute
both ways an average of $2. Bus
passes also apply to TheBoat.

TheBoat’s second vessel, the
Rachel Marie, is expected to begin
operation next week, as it is currently
awaiting Coast Guard certification.

Passengers of the TheBoat will
soon be provided with 50 parking
stalls, 30 in the Kapolei business
district and 20 in Kalaeloa Pier in
the very near future, Torres said.

City officials also plan to pro-
vide free wireless computer services
by Oct. 1, after final negotiations
with D.R. Horton are reached.

Cancer Center
conducts HPV

research

By Laura Jolly
Ka Leo Staff Reporter

Students may have seen fly-
ers posted on the bulletin boards at
the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa
campus asking for volunteers for a
research project conducted by the
university’s Cancer Research Center.
Looking closer, students may have
also noticed that the study is about
human papillomavirus, and that it
pays participants $40 per visit. But
what is HPV, and what does the study
really do? HPV is the most common
sexually transmitted infection world-
wide and is very common among
college students. Given the nature of
HPYV, it is important to know what it
is and whether you are at risk.

The Cancer Research Center
of Hawai‘i is currently conducting a
study to identify the factors that affect
HPV infection. The study provides
valuable insight that will be a basis
for prevention and treatment of the
infection.

Human papillomavirus is a sex-
ually transmitted infection that infects
the genital area of men and women. It
is transmitted through genital contact,
and even the use of a condom does not
prevent the spread. Most people who
are infected with HPV do not have
any symptoms, and the infection often
resolves on its own. However, some
types of HPV can cause genital warts,
and 10 out of 30 identified strains of
genital HPV can lead to the develop-
ment of cervical cancer, which is
the second-leading cancer killer of
women worldwide. However, cervi-
cal cancer can be prevented by regular
Pap smears, so it is important for
women to get themselves checked
annually. The Women’s Clinic on

See HPV, page 2
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HPV

From page 1

campus near Health Services
provides Pap smears to students,
faculty and staff.

The Food and Drug
Administration recently licensed
a new vaccine named Gardasil.
The vaccine protects against four
types of HPV, which together
make up 70 percent of the can-
cer-causing strains. Studies have
found the vaccine to be almost
100 percent effective, with no
serious side effects.

“Many people don’t real-
ize that their insurers cover
the vaccine,” said Pamela
Thompson, project coordinator
for the Cancer Research Center
of Hawai‘i’s HPV study. Many
insurance companies pay for
the vaccine, which costs around
$120 per dose, or $360 for the
full series.

So far, 41 states have intro-
duced legislation to fund educa-
tion of the public about the HPV
vaccine. Hawai‘i has not yet
enacted any legislation, although
House Bill 590 was introduced
earlier this year to require health
insurance companies to cover
the vaccine. However, the bill
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“Hawai‘i is making advanc-
es in the fight against cervi-
cal cancer, but we must do
more to protect women from
this preventable disease,” said
state Rep. Barbara Marumoto
in a press release on January
16. Marumoto has done a lot in
bringing this important issue to
the Legislature. She is a member
of the Women in Government
Task Force on Cervical Cancer
and submitted a bill to pro-
vide funds for a Cervical Cancer

Awareness Program.
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The Cancer Research Center
HPV study

The study conducted by
the Cancer Research Center of
Hawai‘i consists of three parts: the
female HPV study, the male HPV
study and the partner study.
Women who participate in the
female HPV study visit the center
up to 15 times over a period of
five years. Each visit includes
a Pap smear, blood test and an
interview about the individual’s
diet, health and lifestyle activities.
Participants receive $40 per visit.

This is the second female
HPV study, said Dr. Brenda
Hernandez, assistant researcher
for the Cancer Research Center of
Hawai‘i’s HPV study. “In the first
one, we were specifically looking
at the persistence of the virus,” she
said. “The number of people who
develop the cancer is relatively
few. That’s why we looked at the
duration of the infection. Those
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Quick Stats:

« Prevalence of HPV* Infectiont Among
Sexually Active Females Aged 14--59 Years,
by« Age Group - National Health and
Nutrition Examination Survey, United States,
2003--2004

Among sexually active females (i.e., 57% of «
females aged 14--19 years and 97% of those
aged 20--59 years), the prevalence of HPV
infection was highest for those in the youngest
age groups (i.e., approximately 40% in those
aged 14--19 years and 50% in those aged 20-
-24 years). Prevalence declined substantially
after age 24 years.

SOURCES: National Health and
Nutrition Examination Survey, 2003-
-2004.

Awailable at http;/fwww.cde.gov/nchs/
about/major/nhanes/nhanes2003-
2004/mhanes03_04.htm.

who retain the infection for a
long time have a higher chance of
cancer. In this next study, we are
taking a look at how the immune
system comes into play.”

Trisha, who didn’t give a
full name for privacy issues, has
been a participant in the female
HPV study for a year and a half.
“I enjoy being part of the study
because I am doing something
that has an impact on the commu-
nity,” she said. Six months ago,
Trisha tested positive for HPV. “I
was in shock. I never thought it
would happen to me.” Trisha test-
ed negative multiple times before
testing positive. “The thing about
HPV,” she said, “is that the infec-
tion can appear months or even
years later.” Trisha continues her
appointments with the study in
the hopes that the infection will
resolve on its own.

The male HPV study, which
is in its last year, is being con-
ducted to learn more about HPV

infection in men and to better
understand the factors influenc-
ing transmission of HPV between
men and women. The male HPV
study has reached its capacity and
is no longer recruiting new par-
ticipants, just following up with
existing patients.

The HPV partner study,
which is also no longer recruit-
ing, looks at male and female
partners who are in a sexual
relationship. In addition to the
testing and interview done in
the female and male studies, the
couples are asked to complete a
short journal about their current
sexual activity.

For more information on the Cancer
Research  Center of Hawai'i’s
HPV  study, contact Research

Administrator June Cunningham
at 808-564-5999 or hpv@crch.
hawaii.edu, or visit the Web site at
httpy/fwww.hawaii.edu/hpv/
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